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From supermodel to mega organiser, why Jade Parfitt
is championing the Bath Fashion Festival

The luxury hotels embracing eco-friendly innovations / Falling for fabulous Falmouth /
Green fields forever with sustainably sound festivals / Big taste small plate joy with Ricki Weston /
The Newt in Somerset heads to the Chelsea Flower Show




GARDENS

The STORY of the

GREEN DIAMOND

T'he Newt in Somerset heads to the Chelsea FFlower

Show bringing with it a touch of South Africa

By Nick Woodhouse

n a hrst tor the RHS Chelsea Flowver
Shonw, The Newt in Somerset will
bnng a genumne South Alncan
succulent garden 1o the heartof the
vapital, The installation will recreate
the landscapes of T'he Karoo,a vast
serni-desert stretching across four
provineces of Africa’s most southern country,
Derving its name from the Kbossan term for
‘land of thirst’, the region is lamed for its low
rainfall, cloudless skies and extremes of hot
and cold. An almos: impenetrable barrner to
early explorers and travellers trving to make
teeir way north roan Cape Town w the fertde
lands ol the Highveld, the regian is haome ta
the few planes that can survive those exocmes;
marnely suoculents and
low serub hushes,

Oheer the years, these
resilient succulents have
adapied 10 thrive on
varying rock types in the
Karoo, making them
an appealing chawe
tor urban gardeners,
diawn o thelr vase
ol maintenance and
benefits to air qualitg, Sadly, this has gone
hand 1 handd wath a founshing black-
market trade in these warter-wise South
Afnican succulents, often referred 1o as “green
diamonds’. Boranscal gardens around the
world are suuggling w counter this decline,
unahle to conserve the rarest and most
threatened species due to a lack of space,

1he Chelsea show garden aumns thereloce
to highlight the beanty and spirit ol these
indigenous planis, recreating one of the
warld’s mast remarkable, endangered
ceosysterns, Tt will feature rare speamens
trom 15 plant families, including the flora of
Namaqualand o the counuy’™s south-west,
and the thacket vegetation ol the Cape to the
south-cast, Visitors will experience a ‘quiver
tree forest” oa o shale Ll and shunmenng
quartz fickds dotted with small, gem-like
succulents,

The show garden’s designer and in<hause
cstare architecr at The Newr, Karie lt'hih,
hopes that the spxace will help us greater

TR RATHIIEE | e manskacdsah sooulb

““T hese restlient
succulents have

adapted to thrive on
varying rock types™

understand these tenacious plants at a tme
when they — and the region’s long-established
microckmates — are under a lurther threat:
thar of ongoing climate change. The garden
will comnprase sax key arcss, with a och colowr
padette of earthy reds and browns, reminiscent
of those of the Karoo, Aimed ar guests of all
ages, the installation will incorporare playful,
mulu-sensory components, bringing nature to
lite through interactive viewing portals and a
dolerite ‘rock piano’, “Trving 1o capture the
esence ol different succulent landscapes and
condensing them into one composition had
s chalbenges” concedes Kate, “We bailt bach
scale models and full-scale samples to belp our
thinking evolve,”

Io belp her achiewe
this bold vision, Kare
worked closely with
Comell Beukes and
Errst van Jaarsveld,
Master Botanists at
Babylonstoren, The
Newt's sister estate
in South Africa, Set
aganst the backdrop
al the Simansherg
Mountains, this historie frait and wine farm
diates back to 1692, but 1s best known these
davs for its magnificent formal gardens,
Greatly impressed ba the work of Parnee
Taravella at Pricuré Notre Dame d'Orsan
in France, owner Karen Roos commissioned
the I'rench archutect to desygm the gardens
at Bablylonstoren in 2007, The resulting
spriree boasts over J00 vareues of edible
and medhcinal plants including stone and
pome [Fuits, nuts, citrus, berries and berls,
all harvested throughout the vear for use in
Babydonstoren's two farm-to-fork restaurants.

Along the garden’s edge, a natural stream
flows 1w the Berg River Here, indigenous
wild olves Hounsh; In their shade a collection
of some 7,000 clivia lilies explode in a
spectacudar display every spnng. A e
further along the waterway sits the Succulent
House. The open sides of the long, rough-
hewn waoden strucrune alkow the desen
broczes to pass through the space, one Tined
with clay planters of every shape and size:

South African sucodents are often
redarrad to as ‘green diamaonds'

home to an immense collection of around
3,500 plans

Exrnst van Jaarsveld yoned Babyloastoren
on his reticement in 2015, having spent over
[our decasdes wt Cape Town's Kindenbuosch
Batanical Garden, where he planted and
curated the Botanical Society Conservatory,
He hopes that the Chelsea Flower Show
garden will ot only highlight te country’s
vas: diversity ol succulents but will also inspire
visitors to combine rocks and plants w create
soanething beautiul m their own homes and
gardens, "I all starts with stone, since stone
begrees sold,” says Ernst “The better your
soil. the better vou cat. Most of the smaller
succulents are casy 1o grow at home, One can
progeunte them by vither seed ar cuttngs.”™

Faner was joined at Bahlylonstoren by
asssstant horticulturst Cornell Beokes in
2022 The two share a deep lone for the
natural wordd and regulady go on veld
expeditions to collect rare plant and rock
material, “There ave few things that give me
greater jov," says Cornell, “than seemng Frnst's
excitement when we finally find the plant that
we scaled mountains for To Le o part of this

Jourmiey with him, ro share in the enthusiasm

and lavghter in the middle of nowhere, ics an
ineredibly spocial feehng™.

Throughout RHS Chelsea Floawer Show,
which runs 200 24 May, the garden wam
at The Newt will he joined by nine of their
colleagues from Babvlonstoren, looking 10
share their knowledge and experience with
the event’s anticipated 168,000 visitors. And
alter the show, tee garden will husve o pew life
here in Somerses, relocating to T'he Newt as
a permanent display, with the alm w continue
raising awareness of waterwise plants and
endangered specics. @
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CLOCOWSES FROM 709 LT Katie Lewis the Newt in Somerset’s house

estate architect who helped design the project; the show garden
airvs to highlight the and spirit of succulents; the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show installation will recreate the landscapes of
The Karoo; Dr Ernst van Jaarsveld and Cormell Beukes, the master
botanists at Babylosstoren, The Newt's South African sister estate;
views from the Sucodent House in Babylosstoren
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