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A hub for all things earthy, Babylonstoren, located in
Franschhoek, is seen as a grounded sanctuary for
everyone, and if you've never been there, why wait?
St P

wner and
former
magazine
editor Karen
Roos and her husband Koos
Belklker initially purchased
the Babyvlonstoren farm
as their weekend retreat
space. However, its history
and beauty canght them
completely off-guard,
and they kmew instantly
this place offered something
sospecial that it needed
to be shared with the world.
Karen as well as Dalené
Claasens, director of the
Babylonstoren hotel and
hospitality, shared a few
hidden details about this
utopia that has become
a sanctuary for many.

Can you tell us alittle
bit about the farm?
Dalené: Babylonstoren's life
started in 1692, when
Governor Simon van der
Stel granted the free burgher
Pieter van der Byl a piece of
land at the foot of a conical
hill. Itwas dubbed, in Dutch,
Babilonische Tooren,
later Babilonstoring or
Babylonstoren, as the
17th-century farmers
thought its shape resembled
the Tower of Babel
mentioned in the Bible.
An interesting speculation
isthat the name also
sugiests the linguistic
melting pot the valley
became at that time, with
Dutch, French, German
and various Khoi and San
languages intermingling,
and exotic Asian words
sailing inwith the spice
trade - all of which evoke
the biblical story of the
Tower of Babel.

The oldest buildings
were erected in the late

17th century, with the
Manor House dating back
to 1777. After the property
was bought by the current
owmers in 2007, they
entrusted French architect

Patrice Taravella, owmer

of Prieuré Notre Dame
d'Orsan (near Bourges in
France), to design the
garden. Over the next
fewyears, pergolas,

gravel pathways and

water canals were built.
During 2009, the gardeners
started preparing the soil
and did most of the planting
for the formal garden.
Babylonstoren officially
opened its doors to the
public in November 2010.

What has been your
intention for the public
in sharing this space
with them?

Karen: Our intention was

for the visitors to ground
themselves again. To enjoy
the mountains all around
as much as we do, pick their
own healthy fruit and veg,
play pétangque, swim in the
farm dam, enjoy an hour
in the spa, eat asimple
fresh dish at one of the
restaurants, walkup the
conical hill, await a sunset
with a glass of wine in hand
and reconnect with nature.

How are you involved

in the community?
Dalené: Babylonstorenis
proud to be rooted in the
Boland community. We
believe that the success of
our own farm ultimately
depends on the success

of our employees, their
families as well as the
community. Although its an
ongoing journey, our aim is
toencourage such success in

all facets of business on the
farm. To this end, we have
several endeavours ongoing,
including the Babylonstoren
Learning Centre.

This centre has been
a core part of the farm’s
overall vision since day one,
The purpose is to provide
vyoungsters of the family
with every opportunity
to follow their dreams
and give their parents
(who are part of the farm
worldorce) peace of mind
that their children are
being well educated and
cared for, close by,

Tell us the inspiration
behind the design of
the garden.

Karen: The historical Cape
Dutch manor house, withits
formal fruit and vegetable
garden, is the heart of the
farm. The garden’s design
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4 The orange grove is
- 4 as much a focal polnt asit
is a source of sustenance on
Babylonstoren's-working farm.
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ships of the Dutch East the movement of people:
India Company with fresh how to make a garden hold
fruit and vegetables dur you and calm you down.

Europe and Asia. But
we also link it back to
al hanging
ylon, thought
to have been created by
Nebuchadnezzar for
his wifie in the sixth
7 of water that has
urce in the mountain
ns that feed the farm.

approached Patri
begin the augment the grid layout
oft
Water channels travers:
the garden and some -
& loist S centred on an ag
on the site of a restored oak - are charmingly
12th-century mo A in simple river stones ter
Iwas drawn to Patri gurgling as
inherent discipline. It is g cting light
almost Carte i f v. Drainage
traditio: channelsin the garden
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Babylonstoren is of today,
still connected to the past.
Historical influences are woven
into each layer of experience..

also allow for run-off
of excess water. The
northern side of the
garden is bounded by
a raised water channel
running alongside
the wallow

This I
supplies thre
at the lower end of the
garden. It also feeds two
smaller ground-level
transver:

citrus bloc!
is controlled in an age-old
manner, with asystem
of wooden sluice gates
operated with ¢ d
ght-iron handles and
citrus hedge runs

above the leiwater channel,

giving privacy to the gnest
cottages behind.

Heow would you say that

P

Dalené: Babylonstoren

is of today, still connected
Historical

influences are woven into

each layer of experience,

and allusions to gardens

of the past abound. We

all have ideas of how

the Garden of Eden might

have looked. Paradise

gardens of the Middle

East with their grids

of water channe!

fountains are reference

as are the walled. monastic

kitchen gardens of the

Middle Ages and the

geometric patterns of

the Renaissance. We hope

Babylonstoren will remain

an iconic space for everyone

to create memories at.
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