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ﬂl:Eml! and wine even befter. The transformation
apartheid has been remarkable, and,

Iflmg!l lﬂmas remain, llle Cape Winelands have evolved intn one of the world's
muost attractive, easvgoing, epicurean getaways, says MAX HASTINGS
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It &5 2 weird contrasi nowadays: 1o S
diram o2 five-coerse dinper in the Cape
Wirelands, starting wuh some soch

50 miles portbesst of Cape Tows, has
become ome of the workds celinary
Mieccas, Boastmy soores of  Bobelks,
restsurants aad wiseris where anybody
oiftring kess thas a Sve-comrs: merm is
deomed a cheapskne.

Wi last holidayod in Sowth Africa 12
wears ago. My wile Penny hated &t thes,
because the found the soomnity oppres-
sive. Wallome fnom Cape Fown's Moem
Medson Honel, we had 1o be csoamed ioa
restzmrant 2 bundeed vards dowm the
street. She demamdod: “Whene's Lhe fan
in e sun and cos-prace villas iMyou hove
0 be sarrounded by elooric fenoss and
paard dogs bo cajow thers™

Aboot thal tme,. 2 Mhamscshorg
mwoon [(Mend of ours was altacked
was shot dead. Peney doclared that 6
wiohd take whole bonds of wild borses oo
dirag ber back 10 whon South Africars
o 2l e Fainbow MNation.
renied a Fandh in Kenya, Eving for happy
weeks (o from tasmeas amidl clephomts
on the ke, in what is sl preay wilkd
Afnica. However, the Cape has had sach
ﬂﬂhmi.ﬂdﬂ'y_m:ﬁu—:

the young, vou're poing b have enme.™
a Cape residens said to us resignedly.
Everyone who knows Sowth Afnica
peoogeeses that il stamds on 3 beife-edee
betweon bolding it stanes: & the riches,
most dymamic and smocesifinl socety |

Take driving Across mostof Lhe Africas
coatineal drivers appear 1o be on pasole
from asplams. Oa: the poads of Kemsa,
Tanrania, Fambia, of every moment one
enpects 0o die [ have crawled fiom
wreckad wvehicles fmo driven by me,
thapk poodmess) from Eddopia 1o

THEATRE, ART, PERFORMANCE

The Tastimg Booss al Le (uarber
Frangais. which fateres a surpnse
cight-course dinner with wines o match,
is booled a mosth shead in ummer (Lhe
noribern emiphenss wimler caom),
of exploring cabbit tellofise with
Madagawan pepper, salibalied vellow
sweds and fermented garic nougstine,
followed by slow-cooked Botrivier kid
e canliflomer, ancrt sad radidh.

Lip the road at Grande Proweace, oar
dineey started with open: bomabo, olive
followed B carpaccio off beef with tena
bribiche, bemgbang duck salad with
(oosg with shellfish cream. By now vou
will have got the memage. The Cape
Winclamds hove embraced food as
theatre, art, performance. Il Seak 2nd
fries is your ihing sawe yoorsel an
airfare—ihoneh at Mont Rocbelle hoasl
we did ooce hawe a delficioss simple
moshroom risodio-with an exoslien glass
of rosé, looking out from the tlemace
upon oo of the Snesr moamain views:
in Lhe workd.

FAMITE Fai8 OM TEAYEL

Holidays thene should be compared toa
Caribbean or Medisraness expan-
ence, ralharthan toany besh destmation.

'I'hr: i m mzraral

rezBiy a a safe digtapce. I dhe last ba
sopnds 2 trife cymical, | should empha-
sise that we adond oer South Afmcas
fortpish, and encousizrad nothine bo
make =5 [Fighiened exompt galloping
dvspepssa. brocghl oy overcasimg.

ulbng in the sun or lakies @ long pott =
the oemith, cza whelly Enore wha =
pome on i the cosmiry bheyond s
pampered, protoced.  sull  whise-
domisated compoends. South Afreca is
bome 10 006 porcent of the workds
pepaiation, bt 17 pescent of us AIDS
wvictims. Violest crime = a clronic
ihereat. evenin the dinkies Cape villages.
Mo prodent person wses an ATM afier
dark, or stops a car in wild places
Beggars masquarading s “car parbers™
are an irekant “Amywhens you've pol 25
perosst unemployment. Rizher among

R CaE

Apsols In Sowth Afrcs, by comtrast
roads are exoelient; whate, ooboarad and
bomegrown, deranped W Londom
ot hers i oheir 4xds,

y frend comizned kis byma of
peraise Soaih Africass, besand,
tneat wisanors: ke posalty. [fven
20 back to any redtasrant 2 scoond o
third time, Lthey will remember 2nd grect
wou 25 anobd mate Heis right aboet thas
pon. Mowhere in the world have we met
soch mfalingly emtbussric and smiley
Boodl a=d restaurast stafl, who seem o
rezand il a5 2 premme pleasse W0
COleTEaIn PO
They ksow their country & o trial i
has buge problerss with orime. yootl
ueempdoyEent 2nd an erraiic peeskdenat. -
Mzsy youes white South Afrcaes
complsn that they ane obifiged to guit
the couslry o pursse caseers, amad
isstRebonal pressere oo cmplovers 1o
lhive more Blacks.
Millioms of young blacks are sick of
Being todd 1o be grapefiul for havieg woies,
as their fbers did nol: they want the
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cars, swirsmisg pools amd Famcy homses:
the whites have —and quickiy. Mo e et
kmows whether their frestratioss caa be
conlzmmed or peaccfully sackfed.

The comsequence of all this. in the
Cape anyway, & i0 mspire the hosps-
tabiy mdudry (o pull oot overy Sop o
cnopurzge visllors. Asd pol  ondy
the Bospaslty imdestry. A splendid
characier mamed Manfred Facobs: pold
s wih mbsie prade “Everybody
capecied the worsa @ M9, when the
oew Black government astumed power—
zd look whene we apz mow.™

There 5 55l an undercmmesl of decp
roemimens amonr some older whses,
espeacmlly Alrikaaners i the morth of
the country, bt iheve ki booa no
oeiright racial Bloadbath. Many of the
yoeng of all raoes seem commined o
makimg the sew South Africa work, and

with =n entirely unaffected cevsrences, b
walk out of the garden Thoough the very
same gate from whach ha idol sepped
forth to eedom a seneralion agn.

I reflecied, 2+ Facobs talbed that be
1odd stomies of Mandoks mach 25 medieval
redigions realons described saines and the
maraclkes. Bun vhen | thooghs Masdeka,
with hit vellinchieg commiEment o
racial neconciliation. i iedond a secular
saisl, withoepl 2 obvaons poer I today's
wrkd. M he bier became a less them
st bowrers: overr i society.

We staped omr firsl few days in the
Cape 2t Babyvloostoren, widey osle-
beraied as the new womder boliday relfoge
k 5 e orcatiom of Karen Roos, a
Lycoon™s wife and dessen pune, who bt
sperd tens of mallions oa pestonng and
rassforming ose of the oldesy fam-

bikes 2 couple of times 10 explore (he
S5i0-acre modd farm, feding wirtuous
abowt streggling up the hills We
adonired ihe Hitke roend pool. which is
desgmed 10 leok more like 2 biz faem
capk thana cosvenioeal ssemmery, bat
powhere presty b0 si and el ootsade
the cotlage. The whaole place could do
We were 2o podawhelnad by our
restaurap dmper, by oomparsos with
the delichous thines we had at other
pearfy places. Bal Babyloosoren s
sew, ad whea Karea Rioos mabches
Ber design brillianc: with a toech mon:
Emman oomior, il oould baooms: terrific.
Amonz memorable brips i those By
Bew days, we Jid 2 borscbadk wine-
eacring, which was orginal and fan A
polly yoeng gird mamed Belineda 1ok us

THENEW SOUTH AFRICA WORK

il is mspiring. indeed moving., o waich
themn set abowt i, Manafred Jacobs has
servedl Bor the past 17 wears & wandenof
Dirakrscrm pricos, near Frasschheek
from which oa Fdmacy 11, 1990,
Melcon Mandela walked to freedom
afier 27 yeass of imprisosment by The
white aparibend regame.

acobs pow comdects regular oess
organised by Le Qeartior Frangais,
1o visil The eaprepossessing single-
slosey pink hoese where {be most Exmons
presoner m moders hestory spent bs Tast
If mooths before Ebomiwn. He 5 2
stoay with all the pessaon and vivid
apetdolae of 2 South Alracaa coloessd
man ok csough viviedly o recall the
Borrors of iThe segregated paa He says
=1 et om0l Lhee Breacried coomd! standing:
outnde this place oo thal Sumday when
Mandcls was ndeasodl We are wory
proad of the fact tha the sew South
Alrica weas bown here ™
He 2l bow each time Mandels was

Blance wo a reclinisg Soarth Afrscas man
with a big beer gm. Jacobs: iEmvised s,

MARCH FRI1D

sicads in The Fraaschbock asea. Dwich
aad Freach Heguend Enmisrants bezan
making wine Lhere in the 1Tih centar,
and Cape vineyards have boon Eamons
ever sinos. alboi tome for iLhe guantily
ratberihas quabty of their cotpat..

Geests stay in wha werr Oome
Babvlondoeens workers' coftages, @i
alvmesade an eirbi-acre show ganden,
dommimated by it =sd wepegables
which i the property’s big scling point.
Restzerant reeres ane dominated by
bomssgrowm orgsmic prodece, a theme
establiched on arrral by 3 Bandsoms:
beasdies of casmots. beeinoot and greenary

sl ool on Gk kinchen Eble m owmr -

coflage. The design damdand of
Babwlonsdoren is awesme—a feast for
thecpes. Like mapy Cape bondls, this one:
oiffers only bed sed breskfast and access
to-the estamrant. which = open for leach
and dinper on Fradave and Sateedays.
In between, goesis can onder aw
meal, fish and wegetables 1o cook or
barbacne for themsdves. in the comages.
This makes the place sdeal for eravelless
sick of being waited on homd and foot ar
orme—the Primce off Wals: would bove i,
cven on o of b same davs. Peoaw,
however, who deplores my enthesisim
fiowr b oooking back in England, was
usenabosed abowt the self-catering deal,
aad profamed diming owt.

We med Babyloasoren™ moesiain

out from Lhe Paradise Stables for anhoee-
bour roam aroesd the mountaiss,
dismoupiing twics b &y the vindages a1
winsmies we passed. Some of the wines
are mol pood esongh o jesily all the Bp-
smacking 1hat poes oo, bat Then wikat do
wou epect when most petail Sor aroosd
£5 abosile, zad a tasting oot listle mons

Three davs is the averape stay, bon with
s own povl and charmiss gardes it i5a
perfect sotting for the adolicrons pomp
o wirtoons wdvil of a Bietime. A moad =
on band and thoogh we chese o ca1 a1
Greande Provencs’s enocllent redaurast,
ithass whao pecforio play Garbo can catin
‘soditary splendonr s the coltags.

rwrwrmsipbsis s | WAKITT FANE OM TREAVEL
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Frnschhoek, which has a stromghy
Meew England cesort Brvoes, with bots of
white-painted timbex, is 2 pleasamt Bitle
place bul pot a Bargain shoppisge desth-
mation, 2t kong as the rand s pegped 5o
high. The Hastisgses are nol heavy o
political comoiness pevertheless we
were amared o find one shop scling
woodes backamoor fgures in the obd
supphcatory hasd-ontstrenched pose,
for wp i L) apicce.  Fenmy
expostubned “They v so sbhaobsteldy ot
of bty with the message the sest of Lhis
wountry is selling ™

Maoy of the mmroundieg wiseries
are owood by bilbonaires whose com-
peling  vanities came ‘them 0 Evish
fortenes o making every wine basred
ghmer, cvery blsde of gras aliegn hike
guarionea The sousd of cheihmpe
ivcooes” cpos echoes off the hall like
bronfossmreses sparring. We Bood most
nhe Lz Motne vineyard of the aie Antos

Eopert, thetobaoco king, with its fnc an
collection and splendid 2008 shaar, of
which [ Broegin 2 doren home.

fcionados of wintage cars
sadivale abowt the vast collection
Ruperi asembled, now ds-
played 2t & mesee 3 few miles dows Lhe
road feom La Motee Chose by, The whise
oaner off Solm-edia farm has created
amoiier remartable mestam. foended
upon stoec-apc frgments dicormesred on
the site, which: secks 0 promoie biiack
snd coleured South Africas pride i
Ressarch has identifed many of the
shrves who worked oo the Bom over
places of origin—Lesa van der Kaap and
men and wormen soml dowa in chains:
fom Mosambiqee Sloves wwe for-
Biddea po wear shoes, whatever thes

e sy oo

working cevemstances. Their names,
recomdad in kegal doouments, are almost
the oaly traces they lefi bebhimd h is
soberimg b pocall ket spartheid sus-
tained 2 kind of davery into the Bt
decade of Lhe Dth cestury.

Solms-Dielia offers travellors a charm-
ing picric faclily, whick is abso availabie
al other Cape winerics. For M5 mand &
head a visivor can pick up 2 basket of
good thisgs under 2 gleaming sapkin,
takoe a bottle of wine 2od esjow it al tables
ender The tross. Oither countries shoukd
o the same.

Wee weere takom 60 Sollms 28 & part of 2
pricate sour guided by a retined wine-
Reticf, an expericnos that we loved and
would urge oa ambody who wants 1o
kam somethie abour the Winclands,
rather than mevsly Mle a1 smoorssme
troeghs in the mn Pieiman i ssother
wibo talks wonderfalhy wll about it

A sinodl thromgh the sirests of the
eziversiy town of Stelleabosch s amest.
Fictman explamed bow the 1Tth-costury
French Hugnenots, who S came 1o
Franschioek o escape religious per
soculion & bome i the company of
propertics afier the plaoss from whach
they came—bence, fior Estance, Grande
Frovence. Meaawhile, ower in Siellen-
bosch, peoseers opied instead for
marming their farms for semations these
rarslaie intos “Bewvond Expoctations™,
“MNever Thought This Would Happen™,
“Everything Lost™
mer are complete dufers, we could caly
g 2oness Lo Uhe Stelleahosch city clab,
plexsaml enough, bel 2 subarbes course
cifering o scemac wonders. i oost w
orwer E100 for a round, indieding hive of
clobs, butt tha pefiects the bege visior
pressurc—an high searson gueses form ail
most lees, and some kocaks babave ina

We spent 2 couple of bours doing the
instanl beradmaking course at Bocad &
Wise, the popolr nsiauresl and
chaposieric owmed by the famdy of
Sosan Huxter of Le Qearter Frasegais |
pever realisad kneading dongh was sach
Bard work, bot thes cssay min odible
anad 1he prodect cwes tasted pretty good,
chaales fo the expert eeition.

MARCE ITRT]



Dher Best w0 mighes in Frapschbook
were spenil 3t La Resdesce, one of 2
chasn of Eve-star botels designed and
ouned by Liz Baden Al the accom-
modation i thenod and we foand
oursehees i the “ERon John™ room, &
o -ofl extravageece in whach cos meedad
samspecs 1o avodd being dazzded. AL Srst
ghiace we fanciad we had wandersd imo
2 Russizs oBgaech’s byothel But oo we
gt meed to ihe décor we adored the
setting a 1he foot of & sheer mountai, as
well a5 the suparbly fmendly sl and
some ne cookine [a Reddomce abo
Eas some detached willkes: with their own

cer-expensive—Lan the main buildisg.
Wiz woold leve o po bedk, 10 2 less
expherasth snded saile.

with scarce & tree in sght.

Penrry and 1 first strolled on the samds,
then spesl 2 happy afizrsoon exploring
on borses the milkes of Walker Bay
Matune Ressrve's beadh. As we an: get-
ting odder, we pook whal migil well prove
‘oar last ever canger through sea shalloras,
splashirg among the Syimg wavediets. The
food amd staf a1 Groothos were as
pltating o everywhere clse we visited. In
whale seeson they recommend 3 Aight
oo the mearky airstrip to ogle those
peeriess mammals, ot 2 cost of just ENMN
fior three passengers: for hall aa howr.

Dae daywe drove inin Hermanus for a
deficious ceanfish bosch an the Marine
Heatel, which: is strongly remiiscent of
E530s Corprwall, a5 are it patroas. The
o 5 nothimg very speciall, best the
yousg, cipocially, bove the coasi ol
 Grootihos: and the sta excursions. My
dapghter weml o0 & sharkviewisg Lrp
Froses: cagpess: & few years spo and sdored i

We flew bome from Cape Towa ina
ghorar of poodwill sowmnds Sooth Alnca
It is mod 2 cheap dedination, bot semmed
1o s very pood value for money Mobody
geis: dl there that 1 ever heard of, and
pever for 2 moment—adminiedly, m a
closely secured covirommemi—dad e
fieed at risk.

Hexven keows what the pext decade o

mAEECH TR

workd, & will beocome increasisly

a bigh rhenorcall ball-manure conseal,,
and some of us nd dince hours oo koag
to-spend on dinser. [am all for caterimg
owigirarBty, bot dissgres with the beBel
of Babyloessonsa’s chel that ofimes and
choookte malke 2 greal parfai combsi-
mation. B owr fellow visioors, amd,
azain, especially the young, seemed to
boree i 2l Wee: found oar irip biisdully
welaniess s well as fatieodng. Peany said
when we pot home “MNow you'll be
gratefal vo v off soup and cheese fora
whilke, woa't pou? Woa't yoa?™ 0

CAPE TOWN

WAY re GO

Red Sowosnoh | redsovannchuoom)) ornganeses the besh bespahe Africon
odearbres, A nine-doy Windonds Enerory vosts from E4595 por persoa
incheding fights with BA [brifshoirwoys.com], ronsderns, hise cor, fnee:
rights ot Bobylonstores (bobrdorstocenucom|, hen of Geoade Provesce
[grondeprovence.co.sal, Swo. of Lo Reskdenos fnesdence casal and
three of Groothes Private Motune Reserve [grocttotcom]. Mamy meals
and odiviies ore induded. Fronschhoek's Le Guerfier Fromoois. (igico.2a)
i sty fomces, ond e Owner's Coltoge of (Gronds Provencs as idyll.

NEED do ENOW

M bk the: Tosting Room of Le Duarfer Frongeis o month ohead of fime, o
wihen poe get fhens you won't hove: o chanos o find oull what Fhe fess s oboot.
T il By nobice: e fobasdours. Sing on fhe walll of fhe resdlounont of
Bokwlioreskonen, made by Ceromim Sonl’ Agading of Bay

oD wisi Hhee bacther boafiques in Fronschhoek ond Stellenbosch, which Featers
DT Hhink oo colories or you willl miss e poird of some of the wodd™

READ ON

Thres greos works of o conceming fhe oportheid eno one Alon Patos® Ciry, the:
Bedovesd Cioundry, Barbara Teopidats Fronbie ond Stanbe, obout sslers growing up
i S0k Sowth Africa, ond Mo Mondela's Long 'Wolk ko Freedicen

PS

[Everpbody should esperience e mogec of Eorke’s Drift, the memson stafuon wheos
British teoops held off e Tuks ooy ond il Yadonc Crosies were owoeded] Siay
o Fugitive’s Dritt Lodge (redsowannabucom]. Hers the lote David Eottray's son,
Arddors, brings o dromolic epeode of milflany bistory vdly o Be. The Bottle of
bondbwana, on Jossory ¥, BT, wes one of the Brifish Empire’s: mod shaddng
defiets. The botfie Faot immeditely followsd, of seariy Rorke's DefL, in which
some 50 soldiars repelied 4, 00N} Tuler, was one of the most hessic of vickories.
History in e bebd, minus the Fowerfioint presenichion, ond ol e befter for &

e et .
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VAN BOYNTON

ry. the beloved country. Or rather,

the beloved continent. There is

indeed the deluxe, delovely South
Africa of which Max Hastings wriles
(see previous arlicle): a contemporary.
alternative Africa providingemployment
foraneedy populationandsophistication
for the gourmands and golf players, the
“swallows™ migrating to stock up on
winter sun, now hotter in travel terms
than the hectic fled-to-the-Med crowd
in summer.

The traditional African adventure was
hitherto the safari, a dream enhanced
by the Discovery Channel and Meryl
Streep, she who impersonated a woman
who had a farm in Africa. Il’s still
dreamy, probably the most life-
enhancing experience you can have, but
Africa’s wildlife is in grave danger of
dying, disappearing, diminished by
human greed. The African rhino is being
poached at unsustainable levels; over
the past 12 months more than 25,000
elephant have been killed illegally for
their ivory; and in the last 30 years the
lion population has fallen from 400,000
to fewer than 25,000.

And yet if you were to travel to any of
the continent’s great wildlife areas—to
Botswana’s Okavango Delta, Zimbab-
we’s Hwange National Park, the remote
paris of South Africa’s Kruger—at first
glance you wouldn’t know that anything
was amiss. You will see elephants every-
where, lions frequently and, unless you
are unlucky, black and white rhino.

It is this conundrum that makes
travelling through Africa’s wilderness
the most sybaritic and yet profound
travel experience you will find in the
modern world: sybaritic in that it
removes one dramatically from the
anxious daily routines of 2lst-century
life and transports you back to a time
when homo sapiens had not crowded
other species into distant corners;
profound because out there are all the
warning signs we need that the end of
planet Earth as we know it is nigh. The
bush is a WiFi-free world of endangered
species and disappearing natural
habitats that ought to provoke every
traveller into contemplating the future
of the human species.

The warning signs ol our demise, our

128 | VANITY FAIR ON TRAVEL | wwwoniylairzcom

death by overpopulation, are as clear in
this empty wilderness as they are in the
urban agglomerations. From the earliest
evidence of human civilisation, around
150,000 years ago, until the industrial
age, our population did not pass a billion
people. Our second billion took just 123
years to appear; the third only 33 years,
taking us to 1960; and since JFK was
assassinated in 1963 our population has
risen to seven billion and beyond.

Now we are living on environmental
credit and the pressure in Africa is
most serious. The population grew from
100 million at the turn of the 20th
century to 700 million at the end. By
midway through this century it will
have ballooned to two billion, and
although the massive concentrations are
to be found in the cities, the wilderness
areas are increasingly under pressure
from burgeoning rural populations and

their domestic animals. The dis-
appearance of wildlife and their
shrinking habitats is visible and

immediate evidence.
I have just returned from my third
African safari in a year, and can confirm

MARCH 2013
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that this transformative experience is
deep and powerful. At Botswana’s Duba
Plains camp I watched lion prides and
buffalo herds engage in three-hour-long
theatrical picces that were as compelling
as anything I've seen at the National
Theatre; at South Africa’s Phinda Game
Reserve I took part in a rhino-darting
exercise as part of the desperate conser-
vation drive to save the species; and at
Zimbabwe’s Somalisa Camp I sat talking
to the owner, Beks Ndlovu, while a
breeding herd of 30 elephant wheeled
and trumpeted all around us. Each
encounter has been etched onto my
cerebellum [or eternity.

When applied to modern Bushveld
tourism, “safari” is a misnomer. Safari is
what grizzled old Victorian explorers
such as Selous and Gordon-Cummings
did in the days when blackwater fever
and malaria were common afflictions
and buffalo charges and lion attacks
were frequent inconveniences. What
we do these days is travel within a
pharmaceutical cordon sanitaire keeping
those dread diseases at bay, and we
witness the wild exchanges of ferocious
animals from the safety and comfort of
a Land Rover. Maybe with a G&T (with
ice) in hand. The occasional elephant
charge may add a [risson of adventure
but by and large you're safer than you
would be on a Saturday night in Soho.

ut that doesn’t make the African

wilderness any less intoxicating.

As you sit under the most intense
canopy of stars you will ever see, sipping
a South African cab sav around the
campfire, your conversation with fellow
travellers and the ecologically literate
guides you are bound to be travelling
with will inevitably turn to the fragility
of these beautiful places and whetherit’s
already too late to save them.

And these are complex issues.

For example, for all the terrible stories
of elephant poaching in central and east
Africa, if your campfire chat is taking
place in Botswana you will be told that
there might be too many elephants there
and that if their population continues to
grow apace they may destroy most of the
ancient woodlands. Or if your campfire
conversation is taking place in South
Africa—where the elephant population
in Kruger National Park is estimated to
be heading for three times the carrying
capacity of the environment—you may
turn to a genuinely threatened species,
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the African rhino. They are now losing
two rhino a day to poaching gangs that
are being led by Asian gangmasters and
using local wvillagers and dirt-poor
Mozambicans from across the border.
Now they are talking about legalising the
trade in rhino horn and farming animals
for horn. Which raises the questions:
when do rhinos become cattle, and
would tourists in search of wildness
really pay top dollar to stare at de-horned
rhino standing around in a fenced field?
At the moment these wilderness areas
are still mostly wild, although not all.
Richard Branson's much-trumpeted
Ulusaba Lodge in the Kruger National
Park, for example, overlooks a large
African village that is separated from the
animals by a fence. But the camps and
conservancies in the parts of Southern
Africa—Botswana, Namibia, Zambia
and Zimbabwe—where I've been tra-
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velling over the past year or so, are
considerable distances from the seething
masses, and thus provide the solitude
and space required for deep reflection.
Asthe great Botswana guide “Map” Ives
says, the more remote your bush
destination, the smaller the planes that
will take you there, so ideally the last leg
of your journey should be in a six-seat
Cessna 206.

Can there possibly be pleasure in
taking a trip to witness man’s self-
destructive folly at first hand? I would
argue that it is the thinking traveller’s
duty ‘to wvisit Africa’s great wildlife
areas because wildlife tourism plays a
significant partin the salvation of diverse
species and ecosystems.

IT we ignore Africa’s wildlife, it will
disappear. If we embrace wildlife

tourism, there is a small chance we will
save it—and in doing so save ourselves.






